The Execution of Monmouth
loyal member for Taunton, was with the Somerset militia at
Poole, and had a chain of outposts, already stretching from
Poole Harbour across to the north of Dorset, to hinder the
fugitives gaining any of the little creeks along the Dorset-
shire coast. Lord Lumley, the Queen's treasurer, was in
command of the Hampshire militia and, stationed near
Ringwood, was patrolling the Forest. They seem to have
had word that the Duke was making for the Isle of Wight,
and when Grey was captured they knew that his leader could
not be far away.
Lord Lumley himself acted as master of the man-hunt
with sporting energy. He got the first real clue from a
woman named Amy Farrant, a cottager in the New Forest,
who had seen two men go through a hedge on to the enclosed
land. This consisted of allotments of rye, peas and oats,
though much of it was still overgrown with tall bracken and
thick coppices, good hiding-places for hunted men. As
soon as Lumley heard the woman's story he called out all his
own men, as well as Sir William Portman's, and surrounded
the earth where the men had taken refuge. Then he sent
companies of horse and foot into the enclosure to beat the
whole tract, encouraging them to their work by promises of
sharing the ^5000 reward which was offered for the capture
of Monmouth.
But the- Duke and his solitary companion, Busse the
Brandenburgher, managed to evade their pursuers all that
day. Burnet says that dogs were used in the man-hunt and
set on at Woodyates Inn, and followed his track until they
hunted him down in the Forest, but there is no confirmation
of this and it is probably a mere legend.
Busse the Brandenburgher was caught at five o'clock on
the morning of the 8th, and confessed that he had been with
the Duke as late as one o'clock, when they had parted. He
is said to have led the pursuers to his leader's hiding-place,
and this may have been so. But in any case capture would
not have been long delayed. Busse was not punished, and
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